Nomination - Election of the European Ombudsman

End of September the European Parliament will decide who will be the new Ombudsman for this term (2009 - 2014).  Therefore I would like to inform you that I will support Mr. Nikiforos Diamandouros as the new European Ombudsman. For this purpose I will be collecting signatures to support his nomination. It is needless to say that I respect the opinion of colleagues who wish to support any other candidate. Mr. Diamandouros is naturally willing to present his candidacy to the group in any appropriate time.

Looking back to his previous term, Nikiforos Diamandouros achieved extraordinary results, being known as a man of character and principles. He created a culture of service to citizens in the European Institutions through the handling of complaints and own-initiative inquiries reaching out to the institutions. 

·         He resolved the problem of late payment to citizens and small businesses and persuaded institutions to use legal margin of discretion to solve problems of over complex requirements on small companies and NGOs.  

·         Moreover EPSO improved with his assistance the transparency and the selection process, resulting to the reduction by 40% of complaints against EPSO in 2008. 

·          Finally, on numerous occasions he was instrumental in persuading institutions to reply to otherwise unanswered correspondence from citizens

With regards to the use of effective remedies by citizens, Mr. Diamantouros strengthened co-operation with national and regional Ombudsmen. 

He promoted adoption of a Statement by all Members States concerning the service to citizens who have problems obtaining their rights under EU law. 

He developed an interactive guide which helps citizens, companies and NGOs to find out which body its best to deal with their complaint and provide information. 

Furthermore he reduced the length of inquiries, strengthened the powers of investigation conferred by the EP and agreed with the EIB to improve the remedies it offers to stakeholders. 

Mr. Diamantouros has also promoted transparency while dealing with citizens´ complaints and promoted the right of access to documents. 

He agreed a memorandum of understanding with the European Data Protection Supervisor to ensure a common approach of data protection rules and principles, and developed policy in cooperation with the EP for revision of Regulation 1049/2001.

 He sought fair outcomes to complaints against European Union institutions, encouraged transparency and promoted an administrative culture of services.

Most importantly, Mr. Diamantouros demonstrated character and independence towards all Institutions, and especially towards the body that elects him and holds him accountable for his performance, the European Parliament. That was particularly the case of the request of a Maltese journalist concerning access to information on MEP´s allowances and which the EP rejected on grounds of data protection. The journalist consequently lodged a complaint with the European Ombudsman. On his turn, Mr. Diamandouros consulted the European Data Protection Supervisor (EDPS) who took the view that the basic consideration in a transparent and democratic society must be that the right of the public to be informed about the expenditure of public funds. The Ombudsman then called on the EP to disclose the requested information, in the light of public's legal right of access to documents. The EP maintained however its refusal and announced that it would publish general information about MEP´s allowances on its website and alluded to the possibility of re-assessing the situation in 2009. Nikiforos Diamandouros commented: "my role in dealing in this complaint concerned the principle of transparency and not the principle of financial accountability".

In conclusion, I suggest the support of a new term for the current Ombudsman, being a man of high values, uncompromised independence and proven ability to serve the rights of EU citizens.

-- 

Michalis Tremopoulos, MEP
